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1. What has been agreed between the State and Commonwealth Governments? 

The WA and Commonwealth Governments will: 
 

 Agree to begin a phased state-wide roll out of the NDIS on 1 July 2017. It is hoped 

the terms of this agreement will be known by October 2016. 

 Extend the existing NDIS trials in WA for a further 12 months to 30 June 2017.  

 Expand the trials of the NDIS in WA to include around 2700 more people. 

 Continue to monitor and assess the performance of the comparative trials. 

 

2. Where will the new trial areas be under the expansion? 

The NDIS comparative trial will expand to nine new local government areas. 
 
The State Government’s WA NDIS model will extend into the City of Armadale, the Shire 
of Serpentine-Jarrahdale and the Shire of Murray.  
 
The Commonwealth Government’s National Disability Insurance Agency (NDIA) model will 
extend into the Shires of Chittering, Northam, Toodyay and York, the Town of Bassendean 
and the City of Bayswater. 

 

3. When will the expansion take effect, and how long will it run for? 

The State Government’s WA NDIS model in the City of Armadale, the Shire of Serpentine-
Jarrahdale and the Shire of Murray will commence from 1 October 2016. 
 
The Commonwealth Government’s NDIA NDIS model will expand to the Shires of 
Chittering, Northam, Toodyay and York, the Town of Bassendean and the City of 
Bayswater from 1 January 2017. 
 
WA will commence a phased state-wide roll out of the NDIS from 1 July 2017, with the 
existing trial sites operating as WA’s first full-scheme NDIS areas. 

 

4. What will happen in the existing trial sites? 

The existing trial will continue to operate in the Lower South West, Cockburn-Kwinana and 
Perth Hills. 
 
WA will commence a phased state-wide roll out of the NDIS from 1 July 2017, with the 
State’s trial sites operating as WA’s first full-scheme NDIS areas. 
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5. How many people will be part of the extension and expansion of the NDIS trial 
in WA? 

Across the state, approximately 11,000 people with disability will be eligible to take part in 
the NDIS trial in WA by 30 June 2017. 
 
Of these 11,000 people, just over 5,600 will participate through the State Government’s 
WA NDIS trial: almost 4,200 in the existing trial sites and close to 1,500 in the new areas. 
More than 5,300 people will participate in the Commonwealth Government’s NDIA NDIS 
trial: more than 4,000 in the Perth Hills and over 1,200 more in the expanded trial areas. 

 

6. Why has the State Government decided to extend and expand the trials, and 
why have these areas been chosen? 

The decision to extend and expand the trials has been made jointly between the State and 
Commonwealth Governments.  
 
Before starting a state-wide roll out, both Governments will work with people with disability, 
their families, carers and the disability sector to design the best possible approach to 
implementation of the NDIS for people with disability in WA. The extension and expansion 
provides time to do this properly, allowing us to draw on additional experiences and 
information. 
 
The decision on the where the trial expansion areas would be was based on their proximity 
to the existing trial sites and the need to represent both metropolitan and regional service 
areas in the trial, along with the need to maintain similar numbers of people in the trials so 
they stay comparable. 

 

7. Why is the WA NDIS trial expansion starting three months earlier than the 
NDIA NDIS trial expansion? 

The WA Government has a long history of service provision across the state, and due to 
existing networks and arrangements, will be ready to commence its expansion on 1 
October 2016.  
 
The Commonwealth has chosen to commence the expansion of the NDIA NDIS on 1 
January 2017.  

 

8. What does an ‘agreement to negotiate’ mean? 

Both the WA and Commonwealth Government have committed to finalising an agreement 
for state-wide roll out of the NDIS in WA on 1 July 2017.  
 
WA and the Commonwealth want people with disability, their families, carers and support 
providers to have certainty about the future of the NDIS in WA. 
 

9. How will the extension and expansion of the trial be funded? 

The overall funding of the NDIS trial in WA will continue to be split 50:50 between WA and 
the Commonwealth. Within this arrangement, WA funds approximately 60 per cent of 
individual package costs, and the Commonwealth funding approximately 40 per cent of 
individual package costs and all of the trial’s administrative costs.  
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10. What happened to WA NDIS My Way? Why is it now called WA NDIS? 

The My Way tag was a useful differentiator for the State Government’s NDIS model during 
the early phases of the trial.  We have now reached a stage where the different model WA 
uses is much better known and understood, and our focus is shifting to consistency within 
a national scheme. For this reason, we will now be referring to the State Government-run 
trials simply as ‘WA NDIS’. 

 

People who join the trial 

11. Who will be eligible in the new trial areas? 

To be eligible to participate in the NDIS trial, people must have a disability that is 
permanent, or likely to be permanent, and be under 65 years of age. They also need to be 
an Australian citizen (or permanent visa holder) who lives in a trial area at the trial’s start 
date.  
In WA NDIS trial sites people can test their potential eligibility by using the ‘Am I Eligible’ 
tool on the Disability Services Commission’s website. 

 

12. How do I get into the NDIS in one of the new trial areas?  

For people residing in a WA NDIS trial site run by the State Government, entry into the trial 
is through their Local Coordinator, who can assess their eligibility and commence 
planning.  Coordinator details can be found on the Disability Services Commission’s 
website. 
 
If a person is already connected to a Local Area Coordinator (LAC), they will be contacted 
about the trial. 
 
If a person lives in a NDIA NDIS trial site run by the Commonwealth Government, they will 
need to complete an access request. Information on this process can be found on the 
NDIA’s website. 

 

13. What if I am a person with a disability that lives in a NDIS area, but am not 
eligible for the trial? 

The WA and Commonwealth Governments have agreed that people currently receiving 
support in the trial sites who are ineligible for the NDIS trial will not be disadvantaged.  
People will continue to receive support consistent with their currently agreed 
arrangements.   

 

14. How is the NDIS different to the services and supports I’m receiving now? 

The NDIS is centred on creating a nationally consistent standard of support that people 
with disability can expect, wherever they live. Its key features are individualised funding, 
reasonable and necessary supports based on a plan, and people with disability having 
choice and control over their supports. The scheme will also include access for people with 
psychosocial disability. 
 
While some of these features are already features of WA’s disability support system, the 
national scheme strengthens their importance. 
 
The WA NDIS also has an emphasis on local decision making and funding allocations to 
better respond to people’s needs. 

 

http://www.dsc.wa.gov.au/Am_I_Eligible
http://www.dsc.wa.gov.au/Am_I_Eligible
http://disability.wa.gov.au/individuals-families-and-carers/for-individuals-families-and-carers/
http://disability.wa.gov.au/individuals-families-and-carers/for-individuals-families-and-carers/
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15. Will people with mental illness be eligible for the WA NDIS trial, and what 
services and supports will be available? 

Psychosocial disability is recognised in the NDIS, and people with psychosocial disability 
who satisfy the other eligibility criteria will be eligible to participate in the scheme. 
 
The WA NDIS provides non-clinical supports and services that focus on supporting people 
with psychosocial disability to undertake daily living and participating in the community, 
both socially and economically.  
 
For more information, read the WA NDIS Fact Sheet: People with psychosocial disability 

 

16. If I am eligible for the trial, will I be able to keep my current service provider? 

People with disability having choice and control over their supports is a core feature of the 
NDIS. In undertaking the WA NDIS trials, ensuring continuity of supports is important, so 
we want people to be able to remain with their existing providers if they want to. Where 
providers are not currently endorsed to provide supports under the NDIS, the Disability 
Services Commission will provide information to providers on tendering processes. If they 
want to, people can also look at other service providers. 

 

The models 

17. What is the different between WA NDIS and NDIA NDIS?  

The WA NDIS model is administered by and builds on the existing operations of the 
Disability Services Commission, a WA Government agency that reports to the WA Minister 
for Disability Services. Individuals and families work with a Coordinator to develop a 
personalised plan. 
 
The NDIA NDIS model is administered by the National Disability Insurance Agency, a 
Commonwealth Government agency. It has its own Board and is within the portfolio of the 
Commonwealth Minister for Social Services. 
  
The WA NDIS and NDIA NDIS apply the same eligibility criteria, are based around 
individual plans and the approach to the provision of reasonable and necessary supports.  

 

Post-trial arrangements 

18. What will happen after 30 June 2017? When will a decision be announced 
about transition to a state-wide NDIS? 

Subject to an agreement being reached between WA and the Commonwealth, the phased 
state-wide roll out of the NDIS will start 1 July 2017. The trial sites will become WA’s first 
full-scheme NDIS areas. 
  
WA and the Commonwealth will seek to reach an agreement on post-trial arrangements by 
October 2016. 

 

19. How will people with disability, families, carers, advocates and providers be 
involved in a decision about what happens in WA? 

The Ministerial Advisory Council on Disability will be running an ongoing community 
discussion to seek input from people with disability, family members, carers, support 

http://disability.wa.gov.au/Global/Publications/WA-NDIS-My-Way/Fact%20Sheet%20-%20Oct%202014/WA-NDIS-My-Way-fact-sheet-People-with-psychosocial-disability.pdf
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workers, service providers and other members of the community on the design and 
delivery of the NDIS in WA.  
 
A series of conversation papers will be released to encourage feedback on a range of 
issues relating to people’s experience of the NDIS to date and ideas for the future.  People 
throughout the State will be able to respond to these through a range of means with an 
emphasis on ensuring the accessibility of this process to all people. 
 
The Disability Services Commission will continue to engage regularly with peak bodies, 
support providers and people with disability through a variety of forums and mediums. 
The information gathered through this process will shape how the NDIS operates in WA in 
the future. 
 

20. Will the final decision mean WA and the Commonwealth have to choose 
between the WA NDIS and NDIA NDIS models? 

No. The final NDIS model rolled out in WA will incorporate the best features of the WA 
NDIS and NDIA NDIS models to ensure Western Australians with disability achieve the 
same or better outcomes as they would in other states, and do so through a model that is 
responsive to local needs and is accountable to the WA community. 

 

21. Why has there been a delay in agreeing a position for WA?  Will Western 
Australians be disadvantaged by waiting? 

The WA Government is committed to ensuring Western Australians with disability receive 
the best support possible through a NDIS, both during the trials and under a state-wide 
NDIS. 
  
Extending and expanding the comparative trial means that the final decision on the 
implementation of the NDIS in WA will be fully informed through the experiences of people 
and providers in the trial, the findings of the independent evaluation and the collection of 
comparable data.  
 
The decision to expand the trial to nine new local government areas reinforces the WA 
Government’s commitment to a phased roll out of NDIS supports to people with disability 
across the State. 
 
By July 2017, a quarter of NDIS eligible Western Australians will be covered by the NDIS.   

 

Evaluation of the trial 

22. How will the trials be compared, and what will happen with the independent 
evaluation? 

The final independent evaluation report for the Lower South West, Cockburn-Kwinana and 
Perth Hills sites is due to be completed by the end of 2016. 
 
The evaluation of the trial will also continue during the period of extension and expansion, 
through lessons learned, extensive discussions with people with disability, their families, 
carers and support providers about their experiences in the trial and an actuarial 
assessment of the outcomes achieved in the trial sites.  
 
The Disability Services Commission will continue to employ strategies to ensure the WA 
NDIS trial is being monitored at the local level.  
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The independent evaluation and the further evaluative work undertaken between 1 July 
2016 and 30 June 2017 will inform the development of the final NDIS model rolled out in 
WA, as well as the development of the NDIS in other parts of Australia. 


